
SECTION 4.0

COMPLIANCE WITH TIlE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

REVIEW ACT

This section is intended to correlate applicable sections of the State Energy Plan

with the components of a Final E!lvironmentallmpact Statement, pursuant to the State

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and its implementing regulations 6NYCRR

Part 617. Notice of a Po~.itive Declaration under SEQRA, indicating that implementation

of the State Energy Plan may hav,~ a significant effect on the ~nvironment, was published

in the Environmental Notice Bul1~tin on April 4, 2001. The integrated Draft State Energy
Plan and Draft Environml~ntallm;pact Statement was issued fi)r public comment on

December 26, 2001. In total, 171 sets of oral comment were presented to the Energy
Planning Board at its nine: public ]l1earings and 747 sets ofwritten comments were

received by the close oftlle public: comment period on March 15,2002. The Energy

Planning Board has thoroughly reviewed the comments and has accordingly revised the

State Energy Plan and the Final EJtlvironmentalImpact Statement, as deemed appropriate.

The Energy Law generally requires that energy-related actions or decisions of

state agencies, boards, colnmissions, and authorities be reasonably consistent with the

forecasts and long-range e:nergy planning objectives and strategies contained in the State

Energy Plan. However, tile State lEnergy Plan does not commLt any agency, board,
commission, or authority 1:0 a defi]1ite course of specific future decisions. Accordingly,

each specific energy-relat(~d actiol1l of an agency, board, comrn ission, or authority is

independently subject to applicabte environmental review requirements, such as SEQRA,

or Articles VU and X ofthle Public: Service Law.

Overall, the policy objectives and strategies set forth in the State Energy Plan are

intended to maintain and iJmprove ,environmental quality. For example, greenhouse gas

and acid rain precursor emission r~:ductions, as well as aquatic ecology enhancement, will

directly result from the Plan's objec::tives and recommendations to continue to develop and

implement strategies such as the Governor's Acid Deposition Reduction Program, Clean
Air for Schools Program, Clean-fu,~led Bus and Diesel Vehicles Programs, Clean Fueled

Vehicles Program, enhanc(~d vehic1e inspection programs, etc. Further, implementation

of the Plan's objectives ancl recomrtlendations to enhance energy efficiency and renewable

energy sources will reduce air and 'water emissions and discharges resulting from fossil

fuel combustion and other :processe:s. Examples are the New York Energy Smart

program, Governor Pataki's Executive Order I11 to increase the energy efficiency of
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State buildings and vehiclf:s, the State Green Building Tax Credit. Similarly,

implementation of the Plarl's objectives and recommendations to improve transportation

mobility will enhance air quality b;y reducing traffic congestion. The Plan addresses these

and many other environmentally eIlhancing objectives and recommendations.

The State Energy Plan addresses the environmental impacts of its energy policy

objectives and strategies. ..I\lthougll specific activities will need to be addressed

individually (see above) these broad objectives and policies do not appear to have

significant adverse enviroDlInental impacts. The integrated State Energy Plan and the

Response to Comments complies vvith the specific requirements for a Final

Environmental Impact Statement a:5 specified in §8-0109 ofSEQRA (ECL, §8-0109) and
6NYCRR 617 .9(b ), as follows:

Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~~1'S Section/Subsection Heading

I. Description of Proposed Alction and Environmental Setting

1.1 1-1Pret:iCe

1.2 Draft Energ)' Plan Findings and Conclusions. 1-19

1.3 Energy Polic:y Objectives and Recommendations. 1-33

2.1

2-1

Promoting Energy Industry Competition
Introduction

2.2 2-15Energy and I~conomic Development. .

2.3 Energy and the Environment
Trends in NYS Air Quality 2-39

2.4 Energy and Transportation
Tran~iportation Patterns and Trends ?-hl

2.5 Prest~rving Energy-Related Public Benefits Programs
TheJtoleofGovemment 2-98

3.2 Energy Efficiency
Ener!';Y Efficiency in NYS
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Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~~In's Section/Subsection Headin2:

3.3 Renewable: Energy
Tec:hnology Characterizations ...3-58

3.4
EI(:ctricity

Status of Competitive Electric Markets. Status ofUtility Structures/MeIgers Stal:us of Electricity Infrastructures. 3-80

3-98

3-100

3.5 Natural Gas

Introduction " 3-153

NaturalGasCompetition 3-154

Natural Gas Market Developments. 3-158

Infr,astructureIssues 3-166

Petroleum
Introduction 3-182
Petroleum Supply Overview. 3-182
Ne"'YorkState Overview 3-189

Coal
..3-208

..3-213

United States Coal Overview. .
Ne,,' York State Overview. ...

Environmental Inllpact, including Short-term and Long-term EffectsII.

1.3 Energy Poli,:;y Objectives & Recomrnedations
Promoting and Achieving a Cleaner and Healthier

Environment 1-41

2.1
" .2-4

2-5

2- 7

Promoting :E~nergy Industry Competition

Environmental Impacts. :

Competitive Issues for the Futurl: Powc~rPlantSiting

2.3 Energy and the Environment
Recent Air Quality Improvement Programs. 2-41
Status of Acid Deposition Initiative. 2-43
Green Building Tax Credit Prograrn 2-47
MTBE 2-48
Environmental Justice Issues. 2-50
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Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~
~~tioo/Subsectioo Headioe

3.3 Renewable Energy

Technology Characterizations 3-58

3.4 Ele:ctricity
Status of Competitive Electric Markets
Status of Utility Structures/Mergers. ..
Status of Electricity Infrastructures. ...

..." .3-80

..." .3-98

3-100

3.5

3-]

..3-]

3-]

3-]

N al:ural Ga1;

Introduction Natllral Gas Competition. Natllral Gas Market Developments. ...

Infr:lStructure Issues.

3-182
3-182
3-189

PetJ.oleum

Introduction. Petrl:)leum SupplyOverview Ne\\r York State Overview.

3.6 Coa.l
United States Coal Overview.
New York State Overview. ..

.3-208

.3-213

II.

1.3 Energy Poli,~y Objectives & Recommedations
Promoting and Achieving a Cleaner and Healthier

Environment 1-41

Promoting E:nergy Industry Competition

EnviJronmental Impacts. Com"petitive Issues for the Future. ...

Pow~:rPlantSiting

2-4
2-5
2-7

2.3 Energy and the Environment
Rece][lt Air Quality Improvement Programs. 2-41
Statu;s of Acid Deposition Initiati ve 2-43
Green Building Tax Credit Progr.lffi 2-47
MTBE 2-48

Environmental Justice Issues. 2-50
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Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~:rlan's Se(:tion/Subsection Headin2

3.6
3-186

3-202

3-205

Petroleum
U.~; Supply and Demand. ...

Article X Focus Forecast Summary

Coal3.7
3-216Developments & Trends .

Alternatives to the Propo,sed ActionIII.

Promoting ]~nergy Industry Competition
Competitive Issues for the Future .

2.1
2-5

2.5 Pres:erving I~nergy-Related Public Benefits Programs
Continuing Energy Public Benefit Programs . 2-114

Irreversible and I."retriev:able Commitments of ResourcesIV.

3-1Forecast SUD1Inary ..3.1

..3-30
Energy Efficiency

Benefits and Barriers. ...

NatuJral Gas

Supplies

3.5
3-160

3.6
3-182

Petroleum

Suppl:y Overview

Coal
...3-21u.s. Coal Reserves

Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Environmental Impactsv.

2-1Promoting Eru~rgy Industry Competition2.1

2.3
2-41
2-43

...2-47

Ener~1 and th(: Environment

Recent Air Quality Improvement Programs. Status of Acid Deposition Initiative. Green Building Tax Credit Progranl
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Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~~~oo/Subsectioo Headio2

MTI~E 2-48

Environmental Justice Issues. 2-50

CleaJtl Water/Clean Air Bond Act Update. 2-51

CleaJtl Air for Schools Program 2-52

CleaJtl-Fueled Bus Program 2-52

State Clean-Fueled Vehicles Program 2-53

OtherAirProjects " 2-54

Miti!~ating Aquatic Impacts ofE]ectric Generation. ." 2-56

Energy and Transportation
Enhancing and Encouraging Energy Efficient

Transportation. 2-67
Reducing Person Hours of Delay and Vehicle Miles

Traveled 2-68

Encouraging Energy Efficient Action by
Transportation Providers. 2- 71

Alternative Fuels and Alternative Fuel Technologies. 2-84
Tran~iportation/ Air Quality/Energy Connection. 2-89

Energy Efficiency
State'wide Achievements and Energy Efficiency

Potential 3-34

3.3 Ren~:wable E:nergy
TechJlology Characterizations and Estimates of

TechnicalPotential 3-58

3.7 Coal
Developments & Trends .:1-216

VI. Growth Inducing j~spects

1.3 EnerJgy Polic:y Objectives and Recommendations 1-33

2.2 EnerJ~ and E:conomic Development

Introdluction 2-15

EnergySupply 2-15
RoleofEnergyPrices ' 2-16

Economic Development Programs. 2-16
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Plan

Section

Number

Plan

~~1'S Section/Subsection Heading

Economic Development Potential of Reducing
Enc~rgy Costs. 2-24

Empjloyment Impacts ofEnergy }~fficiency 2-25

VII. Effects on Use andl Consel-vation of Resources

1.3 Energy Policy Objectives & Recommendations. 1-33

2.3 Energy and the Environment

Ener1"t;Y Efficiency & Renewable ~Ox Budget Trading. 2-45
Green Building Tax Credit Program 2-47

2.4 Energy and Transportation

Introduction. 2-60
Enha[lcing & Encouraging Energy Efficient

Transportation. 2-67
Ener!r,y Research Prograrn 2-88
The Transportation/ Air Quality/Energy Connection. .2-89
Corporate A verage Fuel Economy Standards. 2-95

2.5 Pres(~rving E"llergy-Related Public Benefit Programs .

3.2 Ener;gy Efficilency Assessment

3.3 Renewable Energy Assessment.
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